A study of evoked potentials in the 18q-syndrome which includes the absence of the gene locus for myelin basic protein.
We report evoked potential findings in a patient with 18q-syndrome (18q22.3----qter). The deletion included the locus for myelin basic protein (MBP). Clinical manifestations were mild intellectual deficit, involuntary movements and ataxia. MRI of the brain showed diffusely abnormal white matter. Visual evoked responses were normal. Central conduction was prolonged on median somatosensory evoked potentials and no central response was seen with posterior tibial somatosensory potentials. Putative congenital deficiency of MBP does not necessarily cause abnormal visual evoked responses.